
















All students enrolled in this college are required to take English 
courses. One of these courses is the Listening Comprehension 
Course which is 1440 minutes long and is delivered within 16 

2.2 ENGLISH SETTING OF ISLAMIC COLLEGE 

Podcast is derived from the words iPod and broadcasting 
which refer to recorded audio files in MP3 format that are available 
in the internet (Smaldino et al., 2012). It is a device which enables 
learners to listen or to watch video broadcasts in the internet. It could 
also be easily downloaded to computers and mobile phones. 

Studies have been conducted to investigate the use of 
podcast links in the teaching and learning process. One such 
example is an investigation on the use of podcasts in a class, 
particularly with regard to the most suitable duration for an effective 
podcast class, which was found to be about five minutes (Evans, 
2008). Another study by Besser et al. (2010) indicates that students 
are motivated to use podcast links. They are motivated to use 
podcast links not only because it is convenient and has become a 
common habit, but also for several purposes such as for social 
interaction, entertainment, learning and just to fill in their free time 
(Chung, 2008). Among college students, the main motivation to use 
podcast is for their school work. Bergstrom and Lindwall (2008) 
explored the possibility of learning by using podcasts and biogs in 
the internet. Students use podcasts to relive the lecture experiences 
as well as to improve their learning (Seutter et al., 2010). Sutton 
Brady et al. (2009) investigated the use of the podcast among 
undergraduates and post graduate students. Another study by King 
(2010) describes professors using podcast in class as instructional 
tools to promote critical and responsive perspectives of teaching. 
The study suggests a dynamic model of podcast that is responsive to 
learner needs, faculty needs, and changing situations. Although 
many studies have supported the use of podcasts in the teaching and 
learning process, its effectiveness however partly depends on its 
accessibility for potential learners and users. 
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them how to use their mobile phones to download and listen to 
podcast or any other MP3 files format. After that, the researcher sent 
the task message in the Nicenet and WebQuest, instructing them to 
visit podcast web at 
http://www.eslpod.com/website/index _new.html. 

This web was chosen for the following reasons. Firstly, it 
provides authentic listening practice. Native speakers of the English 
language would sound different from non-native speakers. The 
researcher also wanted the students to listen to proper 
pronunciations and intonations of the words and phrases used in the 
language. Secondly, because it was quite slow paced, the researcher 
thought it was suitable for the students who were mostly high 
beginning to low intermediate in listening skills. The researcher 
decided to choose the slow paced podcast not only because the 
students would need more time to access the link without the 
researcher's direct instruction, but also they need time to listen and 
get the main ideas of what is being said by the speaker in the podcast. 
The researcher had also instructed the students to reflect and write a 
report of their reflections on a class blog. After much deliberation, 
the students finally listened to nine different authentic topics or 
episodes which were Supra Natural Power, English Cafe, First Day 
Intend to Office, Home Architecture Styles, Taking the Driving 
License, The Scribing One's Skill Level, American President, 
Kumbaya Song, and The Childhood Illness and Disease. Lastly, 
perhaps the most important reason is that the podcast web provides 
various themes which are easily accessible and can be downloaded 
for free. 

The researcher had initially wanted each student to create 
one blog each, but later realized that they would have to spend more 
time to read and make corrections for 24 different students' biogs 
and that it would be time-consuming. An effective solution for the 
problem was to have a class blog which would enable all students to 
participate in it, but the researcher had to find a way of letting the 
students upload their writings on the blog. This led to another 
problem which had to do with the possibility of students using 
different identifications to sign in and the effect of this on the blog. 
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